[Humanized respiratory syncytial virus monoclonal antibody].
Respiratory syncytial virus remains a significant cause of severe lower respiratory tract disease in children. The risk of serious RSV illness is highest among children with prematurity, chronic lung disease and congenital heart disease. No effective vaccine and anti-viral agents have been obtained even now. Therefore, conservative therapy including respiratory aid has been a principal therapy for serious RSV disease. Recently, monthly intramuscular administration of humanized anti-RSV monoclonal antibody(palivizumab) was introduced in clinical fields in USA and Europe. Palivizumab prophylaxis has appeared to be safe and effective for prevention of serious RSV illness in premature children and those with bronchopulmonary dysplasia.